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Geriatric Overview

1.  The following physiologic changes in the respiratory system of elderly patients can lead to airway compromise:


A.  Fluid retention


B.  Decreased cough and gag reflexes


C.  Decreased sensation in the palate


D.  Presence of anatomic anomalies

2.  Decreased vital capacity and increased residual volume can lead to:


A.  Shortness of breath


B.  Orthopnea


C.  Hypercarbia


D.  Hypoxemia

3.  Achieving appropriate therapeutic levels of medications in the elderly can be adversely affected by which of the following aging processes:

A.  Loss of Renal mass and filtration function


B.  Decreased pyloric sphincter tone


C.  Decreased muscle mass and bone density


D.  Decreased hepatic blood flow

4.  Assessment of acute conditions in the elderly can be difficult due to the following:


A.  Non-adherence to medication regimen


B.  Poor verbal skills


C.  Presence of chronic illness


D.  Dulled pain response

5.  GI hemorrhage can be more problematic in elderly patients because:


A.  They are less likely to call for help until it’s too late

B.  Decreased ability to compensate for blood loss


C.  Difficult to determine the source of bleeding in elderly patients


D.  Medication absorption is compromised

6.  Decubitus ulcers are the result of:


A.  Alcohol consumption


B.  Tissue hypoxia


C.  Overuse of lotion


D.  Aggressive handling
7.  Common problems associated with substance abuse in the elderly are:


A.  Occult trauma


B.  Hypotension/shock


C.  Cardiac dysrhythms


D.  GI hemorrhage

