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Refusal of Care and Other Legal Issues

PCEP January 13th & 20th, 2009

1.
(TRUE – FALSE) In the case of Lane v. Candura, the Court ruled the patient CAN refuse treatment despite physician advice and that the apparent irrationality of the decision does not justify a conclusion of incompetence.

2. 
The elements of informed consent include:


A.  An autonomous decision by a capable individual


B.  Lack of agreement with provider of necessity of care


C.  An understanding of deleterious affects of refusing care


D.  Determination by EMS that care is not necessary

3.
Which of the following is the most significant EMS liability regarding refusals?


A.  Patient refusing treatment and/or transport and EMS disagrees


B.  Patient refusing treatment and/or transport and EMS agrees


C.  Patient wishes treatment and/or transport and EMS disagrees


D.  None of the above are significant

4.
Battery is defined as:


A.  Restraint without proper justification or authority


B.  Failure to follow necessary steps to ensure definitive care


C.  Unlawfully placing an individual in apprehension of immediate body harm without consent

D.  Unlawfully touching an individual without consent
5.
All of the following are components of impaired decision making capacity EXCEPT:


A.  Inability to understand nature of illness/injury


B.  Presence of psychiatric conditions

C.  Denial of care based on religious convictions


D.  Inability to understand risks or consequences of refusing

6.
All of the following are criteria for informed consent regarding refusal of care EXCEPT:


A.  EMS feels patient care and/or transport is not necessary


B.  Patient is given complete/accurate information about risks for refusal and benefit of treatment

C.  Patient is able to understand and communicate these risks and benefits


D.  Patient is able to make a decision consistent with their beliefs and life goals

7.
Grounds for denial, revocation or suspension of an EMT Certificate include which of the following?


A.  Misrepresentation in obtaining certificate


B.  Violation of patient care protocols


C.  Engaged in activities outside scope of certificate

D.  All of the above are grounds for denial, revocation, or suspension

8.
Abandonment is defined as:


A.  Restraint without proper justification or authority


B.  Premature termination of the Paramedic/Patient relationship 


C.  Unlawfully touching an individual without consent


D.  Inability to understand nature of illness/injury
